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ED, CharterRegs

From: Thompson, Kelli [PA] <KThompson@psea.org>
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2021 3:52 PM
To: ED, CharterRegs
Cc: csonney@pahousegop.com; smartin@pasen.gov; Mark Longietti (mlongiet@pahouse.net); Williams, 

Senator Lindsey; Gullo, Gina [PA]; Vaughan, James [PA]; Wiedemer, Daniel [PA]; Brunelle, Erika [PA]; 
Zampogna, Elizabeth [PA]; Thompson, Kelli [PA]; Claycomb, Carla [PA]; Levis, Eric; Broderic, David 
[PA]; Statler, Jennifer [PA]; Seely, Randall; Biegen, Veronica [PA]; Seivard, Karen [PA]; Wilson, Lynne 
[PA]

Subject: [External] PSEA submission of comments re: regulation #6-349 (charter schools)
Attachments: PSEA comments - Charter Regulations - letter.pdf; Regulation 6-349 (Charter Schools) - PSEA 

Comments and Recommendations.pdf

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To 
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov. 

Good afternoon –  
On behalf of PSEA, I’m submitting the attached comments to the Chapter 713 proposed regulation #6‐349.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Best, 
Kelli 
 
Kelli Thompson 
PSEA Government Relations 
Ph: (717) 255‐7014 
Cell: (717) 856‐7546 
Email: kthompson@psea.org  
 
NOTICE: Only the individual sender is responsible for the content of the message, and the message does not necessarily 
reflect the position or policy of the Pennsylvania State Education Association.  
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The Honorable Noe Ortega 

PA Department of Education 

333 Market Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17126 

Email:  ra-edcharterregs@pa.gov  

 

RE: CHAPTER 713 PROPOSED RULEMAKING (6-349) 

 

Dear Secretary Ortega: 

 

On behalf of the Pennsylvania State Education Association (PSEA), please find enclosed 

our comments on the Chapter 713 rulemaking proposed by the Pennsylvania Department 

of Education (PDE) relating to charter schools and cyber charter schools.  

 

PSEA represents the collective interests of 178,00 members who make up the majority of 

the current Pennsylvania educator workforce—including about a thousand charter and 

cyber charter educators. These educators share a passion for public education that allows 

students to succeed and communities to thrive while supporting their educators. Across 

the Commonwealth, charter schools continue to grow with limited statutory 

accountability requirements. Charter schools can and should meet expectations similar to 

those of traditional public schools, while continuing their role as “laboratories of 

innovation.” PSEA sees this proposed rulemaking as a first step on the path to 

meaningful charter reform. 

 

PDE often promotes the importance of holding high expectations for all learners; PSEA 

extends this principle to educators and their employers. Charter and cyber charter schools 

can only be held to high expectations with systems that allow authorizers to monitor their 

operations. This is why PSEA supports the promotion of “transparency, equity, 

quality, and accountability,” throughout the proposed rulemaking. Schools that 

share academic, fiscal, and equity-related data create an environment that is open for the 

development of students—an environment that promotes high-quality education for ALL 

learners – regardless of what types of schools they attend. 

 

Educators can only provide high-quality education when they are well enough to deliver 

services to students; the proposed rulemaking includes a focus on educator healthcare that 

addresses this vital element of educator support. While PSEA has concerns about the 

language around healthcare reforms for charter and cyber charter schools, we commend 

PDE’s recognition of the critical need for quality educator healthcare. 
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At PSEA, we hold high expectations for our members and the schools where they work 

so that they can collaborate towards a brighter future for all students. Charter and cyber 

charter schools present a unique subset of public schools where collaborative efforts 

could empower all educators to work together to build a better system for all 

Pennsylvania students. This begins with addressing opaque interactions, deficient 

communications, and undisclosed data – all of which impact PSEA’s charter and cyber 

charter members in bargaining. Charter reform can and must open this door to create 

partnerships between charter operators and their employees for student excellence. 

 

Thank you for your careful consideration of our comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Richard W. Askey 

President 

 

cc w/enclosure:  The Honorable Mark Longietti 

 The Honorable Scott Martin 

 The Honorable Curt Sonney 

 The Honorable Lindsey Williams 

 

 

 








































